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THE CONSOLIDATED TRANSLATION SUR
OF FOREIGH DOCUMENTIS DIVISI&,

e Congolidated Transglation Survey is e ventral cocrdinaiing
facility operated by the Foreign Documents Division in cooperation
with the translation agencles of the Intelligence Advisory Commitiee.
Its main purpose is the prevention of duplication of effort in the
exploitation of foreign-languege publicetions by ithe intelligence
coRgmuTity .

Currently operated under suihorization of the "eccordinstion™ pro-
vigsion of the Eational Security Coumcll Intelligence Directive No. 16,
of 7 March 1953, the Comsolidated Tramslation Survey (CTS) developed
from g modest stert based on the obvipus need Lfor such service.

Initistory exploration for TAC cooperaticn in the CT8 concept was
undertaken ss esarly as November 1947. Depmrtment of the Army wes early
interested in the effort and befure a year elapsed lists of tranalations
snticipated, in process, or completed were also belng received monthly
from (MI and A-2 on 8 purely vwoluntary cooperative basis.

The way was thus paved for FOD imwediste response to an AD
tive included in a defimnition of FID funciion of 3 Sephesder 19{»8 to
coordinate with CIA offices and other government sgencies in the contin-
uous exploitation of foreign-language meterisl. Card files, croes-
indexing the three or four thousand items accumilated to debe, were set
up.  On 25 April 1949, the Deperiments of the Army, Nevy and Air concurred
in a memoranduom of the Director of Intelligence, Depdrtment of the Army,
to the Director of Central Intelligence, requesting that steps be iaken by
Forelg: Documents Diviadon to formalize such coordinamtion among the -
servioes.

Under the division's recrganization of August 1959, provision was
nade for further arganisstion of the effort and expansion of cooperation
to include &l) sreas of the JAC and to publish monthly listings of the
reported tranglations in process or completed. The first listing wes
published for October 1949 in a 17-page report listing 234 items.

From its small, pert-tisme beginning, the CTS hes grown to where its
files currently cross-index spproximmtely 74,000 items om sbout 242,000
ecexds. The monthly “SECRET pubiication, averaging 115 pages, lists more
than 900 items and is disgeminated to 300 conmmmers of the intellipgence
copmun ity .

There sre now 19 wnits of the IAL mesberahip cooperating in this
soordination effor: and iz addition, all evailable listings of other
govermuentel, institutionmal, industrizsl, snd commsercizl translations ss
well as those of | | axe obtained
for incorporation into the Consclidated Transliation curvey so a8 to make
it the most effective means of svoiding duplication of tremslation from
forelgn lLanguages into Bnglish.
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While it is impossible to saintsin a record of other duplication
prevented by consumers’ reference o the monthly publication, which
would not then come to our sttention, it may roughly be estimeted to be
an additioneal smcunt parslleling the figures sbove.
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